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PUBLIC  HEi\LTH  DEPARTMENT, 
TOWN  HALL, 

BRIERF'IELD* 

June,  1953* 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members, 

BRIERFIELD  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


G-entleraen, 

In  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular 
No.  2/53>  Interim  Report  only,  on  the  lines  of  the  1951 
Report  is  presented  for  this  year.  It  includes  only 
essential  or  urgent  matters,  which  have  affected  public  health 
during  the  year.  All  records  and  statistics  are  being 
preserved  so  that  the  annual  records  may,  as  far  as 
practicable,  be  continous  and  complete. 


I have  pleasure,  therefore,  in  submitting  for  your 
consideration  the  following  interim  report  on  the  Health, 
Sanitary  Conditions  and  Public  Health  Administration  in  the 
Urban  District  of  Brierfield  for  the  year  ended  December  31st. 
1952. 


I am,  G-entlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


IffiDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
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Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b2895306x 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


The  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1952, 
according  to  the  Rate  Book,  was  2517,  the  Rateable 
Value  being  £43 >940*  and  the  sum  represented  b^^  a 
penny  rate  being  £180. 


The  social  conditions  were  good,  but  there  was  some 
overcrowding,  and  the  area  experienced  a short  period 
of  unemployment  during  the  year.  The  chief  industry  is 
Cotton  V/eaving,  with  a small  amiount  of  Spinning  and 
Dye ing. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


POPULATION : 


A.  — , 1^  • 


D^FANTILS 

i/iORTALITY; 


The  population,  as  estimated  by  the 
Registrar  General  for  mid~1952,  is 
6961. 

90  live  births  belonging  to  the 
District  occurred  during  1952,  as 
f ollows :~ 

Male  Female 

Live  Births  (Legitimate  47  JT 

( Illegitimate  1 1 

H 42 

still  Births (Legitimate  3 1 

(Illegitimate  1 1 

I I 

Comparative  particulars  with  regard  to 
Live  Births  over  the  last  five  years 


are  given  in  the 

following  table 

• 

1952  1951 

1950 

1949 

1248 

Total  Live  Births 

90  94 

9# 

104 

107 

Birth  Rate  per 
lOOO  estimated 
population : 

12.9  14.7 

12.6 

14.8 

15.5 

(a)  All  Infants  per  1000  live  births  ....  22 


(b)  Legitimate  Infants  per  1000 
legitimate  live  births 

(c)  Illegitimate  Infants  per  1000 
illegitimate  live  births 


Total 

2 

90 

4 

2 

Z 


• • • • 


Nil 


NEO-xNATAL 

MORTALITY 


(a)  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 

4 weeks  of  age: 

(b)  Mortality  Rate  er  lOCC 

live  births:  11 


MA  T lii  RiJ  AL 
lilORTALITY 


DEATHS 


(a)  Deaths  from  Childbirth, 
Pregnancy  and  Abortion: 

Nil. 

(b)  Mortality  Rate  per  1000 
total  (live  and  still) 
births: 

Nil. 

90  deaths  belonging  to  the 
District  occurred  during 

1952,  as  follows: 

Male 

Deaths  within  the  ‘34 

Urban  District: 

Female 

n — 

Total 

65 

Deaths  outside  the  5 

District  (in  hospitals,  

institutions,  etc, ) J9 

20 

s 

25 

2o 

Comparative  particulars  with  regard 
to  deaths  over  the  last  five  years 

are  given  in  the  following  table:- 

1952  1951  1950  1949  1948 

Total  Deaths  90  130  I04  98  89 

Death  Rate  per  13»1  18,3  14»6  13»9  12.8 

loco  estimated 

population 


The  following  table  gives  the  ages  at  which 
death  occurred,  also  the  causes  of  all  deaths 
belonging  to  Brierfield  during  1952: 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 


Under  1-  5“  15“*  25“  65  & 
1 yr,  5 15  25  65  over 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  - - - 

Cancer  - - _ 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the 
Nervous  System  - - - 

Coronary  Disease  - - - 

Heart  Disease  - - - 

Circulatory  Diseases  - - - 

Influenza  - - - 

Pneumonia  - - - 

Bronchitis  - - - 

G-astritis,  Enteritis 
and  Diarrhoea  - - - 

Nephritis  & Nephrosis  - - - 

Hyperplasia  of  the  Prostate-  - - 

Senile  Decay  - - - 

Cirrhosis  of  the  Liver  - - - 

Premature  Birth  1 - - 

Hodgltln's  Disease  - - - 

Paralytic  Ileus  - - - 

Cerebral  Tumour  1 - - 

Accident  - - 2 


4 

3 7 

1 10 

3 7 

3 19 

1 1 

1 
1 

1 6 


1 

1 

1 

8 

1 

1 

1 


1 


1 


Total 


4 

10 

11 

10 

22 

2 

1 

1 

7 

1 

1 

1 

8 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
6 


2 


2 


23  63 


90 


New  Cases  Moi^tallty  during  1952> 


AGE  PE 

RIOD 

NSW 

n A OTP 

1 ’ •'■TLT 

non- 

Pen— 

Pulmonary 

Pulla0.cu.j. 

PO-iLonar"'' 

M. 

F. 

'..'i*  S*‘ 

.>  X-  sj 

11, 

Fc 

M.  F. 

0 - 

1 

... 

... 

1 - 

5 

— 

— 

_ ^ 

R - 

10 

— 

- 

16  • 

I5 

— 

>> 

- 

±5  - 

20 

- 

20  -• 

r- 

1 

~ 

— 

- - 

25  - 

35 

— 

2 

- 

35  - 

45 

— 

— 

. . 

45  “ 

55 

— 

— 

55  - 

65 

1 

— 

0 

Over 

65 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

... 

(2 

1) 

{-  *-) 

(2 

2) 

(-  -) 

( 3 

) 

( - ) 

( 4 

) 

( — -X--) 

Cases 

on  Register  at 

the  31st  ; 

December, 

1952. 

On  tiie  Register  at  the  end  of  Deceirioer,  .1952)  there  were 
thirty-six  cases  of  ’Tuberculosis  (24  Pulmonary,  12  Non-Pulmonary) 
as  follows:- 


under 

1 year. 

1- 

5 

5“ 

15 

lb- 

25 

25- 

35 

35- 

45 

45- 

55 

55- 

65 

Over 

65 

Total 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  - 

Non-Pulraonary  Tuberculosis: 

- 

1 

7 

6 

4 

3 

2 

1 

24 

Spine 

mm 

1 

1 

Cervical  Glands 

— 

3 

1 

2 

_ 

6 

Testis 

1 

Abdomen 

~> 

1 

X 

1 

Rt.  Knee  Joint 

1 

1 

Both  Legs 

— 

— 

•• 

1 

1 

Peritoneum 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

— 

— 

1 

- 

- 

7 

8 

7 

6 

4 

3 

1 

36 

As  all  these  cases  are  dealt  with  by  the  County  Tuberculosis 
we  have  no  direct  information  about  the  number  of  cases 
receiving  allowances. 


VENEREAL  DISEASE. 


The  nearest  clinic  is  at  Burnley)  and  any  cases  discovered 
are  advised  to  attend  this  clinic. 

ILLEGITIMTE  CHILDREN 

There  are  no  s(  cial  workers  in  this  area,  but  the  Burnley 
and  District  House  of  Help  does  good  work  in  this  direction. 

LABORATORY  WO RX 


This  work  is  carried  out  at  the  Pathological  Laboratory, 
Salus  Street,  Burnley.  During  the  year  one  specimen  of  pressed 
beef  was  examined.  The  result  of  the  examination  was  ”no 
pathogenic  organisms". 
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SUmARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Per  loop  Estimated  Population 


Mecan  of  5 years  1947~51 

Live  Birth 

Rate 

15.4 

Crude  Death 

Rate 

14T5 

Year  195i 

14*  7 

18. 3 

Year  1952 

12„9 

13.1 

Increase  or  decrease  in  1952 

on  5 years*  average  1947“51 

— 2,5 

— 1.8 

Prev?,ous  year 

-•  0o7 

— 3.4 

Mean  of  5 years  1947-1951 

Matej’iTad  Moi: 

Igoo”'’ 
Live  BirtJas 

tality  Rate  Rate  of 

per  1000  Deaths" 

Live  and  of  Infants 
Still  BirthsT  uiider 

1 y'ear  per 

Icoo  live 

births.  . 
24’.  9 

Year  1951 

- 

10. 0 

Year  1952 

- 

22.0 

Increase  or  decrease  in  1952 

on  5 years*  average  1947-51 

- 

—2,9 

Previous  year 

-J-12.0 

irTlFI/\5LS  DISEASES  (OTHER  THA.N  TUBERCULOSIS)  DURINC  THE  YEAR. 


Disease 

To  tal 

Under  1- 

- 3- 

- 1?- 

10- 

15- 

25- 

65  ^ 

Total 

Deaths 

cases 
at  all 
ages. 

1 yr. 

3 

5 

10 

15 

25 

65 

over 

cases 
Rem ' d . 
to 

Hosp- 

ital. 

in  Hosp 
ital  of 
persons 
belong- 
ing to 
the 

District 

Dysentery 

4 

w 

3 

~ 

- 

~ 

- 

1 

- 

- 

— 

Measle  s 

14 

1 

4 

6 

2 

1 

~ 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

15 

3 

5 

2 

4 

1 

~ 

- 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

12 

- 

2 

2 

6 

1 

1 

3 

Pneumonia 

3 

— 

1 

— 

1 

- 

— 

1 

Erysipelas 

Opthalmia 

1 

— 

*- 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Neonatorum 

1 

1 

•• 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total : 

50 

5 

15 

10 

13 

3 

1 

1 

2 

4 

- 

SATJITARY  ADMIin STRATIOH . 


Public  Health  Officers:-  W.D..  Haigh,  M.R.S.I.,  F.I.A.S,, 

SURVEYOR  MD  SAl-JITARY  INSPECTOR. 

B.  Duerden,  M.R.  S.I.,  M.S.I.A. , 
ADDITIONAL  SAD^IITARY  INSPECTOR. 


Water  Supplies;-  Brierfield  is  supplied  with  a constant 

^ supply  of  -water  from  the  mains  of  Nelson 

Corporation,  and  there  were  no  new 
sources  of  supply  during  the  year.  The 
water  is  of  good  quality  and  in  good 
supply,  apart  from  a few  houses  in  the 
I'lai-'sden  Heights  area,  where  the  supply 
is  intermittent , and  a few  houses  in 
various  streets  where,  -probably,  the 
joint  service  pipes  are  too  small.  With 
only  three  ozoeptions^  all  the  houses  in 
the  district  are  supplied  direct  from 
public  mains.  Some  of  the  defective 
joint  service  pipes  were  replaced  during 
the  year. 


Water  Sampling; 

(a)  Public  Supply  No.  of  Bacteriological  Examinations  - 3 

Result  - Satisfactory. 

(b)  Private  Siupply  No.  of  Bacteriological  Examinations  6 

Re sul t - 3 samples  unsatisfactory. 


No.  of  Chemical  Analysis  - 1 

Result  - Faiidy  Satisfactory. 

Action  taken  in  respect  S^Work  in  progress  laying  services  from 
of  contaminated  private  Public  Kains  to  two  houses.  The  v^rell  has 
Suupl ie s : been  cleaned  out,  rebuilt,  and  covered 

over  at  tne  remaining  house. 


Sup-plies  to  Houses; 

I 


No.  of  dwellings  supplied 

direct  from  Public  ha ins : 2 5 14 . 


Sewage  D i spo sal : No  extensions  were  made  to  sewers  or 

i—;  sewage  v/orks  during  the  year. 

Closet  Accommodation;  There  are  (a)  8 pail  closets  in  the 
^ ^ ^ district  at  isolated 

cottages  and  farms; 

(b)  1802  waste  water  closets;  6c 

(c)  1052  (approximately)  fresh 
water  closets. 

Fifteen  waste  ivater  closets  were  converted 
to  fresh  water  closets  during  the  year  by 
private  owners. 

Scavenging:  This  was  carried  out  by  direct  labour 

with  a tv/o  ton  ’’BEDFORD"  tipping  waggon. 
Domestic  -refuse  was  collected  weekly 
free  of  charge  from  private  houses,  shops 
and  mills,  ajid  disposed  of  by  controlled 
tipping  on  the  Council's  tip. 
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M-va^e  Work;  Salvage  Work  has  been  maintained  and  the 

ollowing  amounts  of  materials  were  salvaged 
during  the  year: 


Weights 

T.  C.  Q.  lbs. 
101  14  - - 

17  4 2 

1 1 17 

12  Q ^ 

2 14  1 

134  2 0 17j 


Year 


1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

Sanitary  Inspections 

1952 

.(including  housing): 


Mater -i  al 

Waste  Paper 
Kitchen  Waste 
Aluminium 
Scrap  Metal 
Rags 


Amount  Realized 


relating  to  the' 
as  follows;*- 


-asc  f.ive 


]le  ight  of  Salvage 

T’r  C. 

284  9 3 

256  7 2 

260  4 1 

205  13  “ 


^ . s « 

d. 

1112  15 

7. 

64  10 

0. 

§ 4 

8. 

28  12 

4 

34  7 

8 

£1265  10 

3 

statistics 

■ars  are  set 

out 

Total  Revenue 

. s . 

d. 

1170  17 

5 

1159  - 

5 

1132  2 

4 

2059  15 

6 

(a)  Premises  Visited: 

(b)  Nuisances  Discovered: 

(c)  Notices  - (.1)  Preliminary 

(ii)  Statutory 

(d)  Remedied; 


1715 

308 

109 

22 

449 


Disinfestat ion ; 


There  were  no  houses  discovered  or  reported 
coring  the ^ year  that  required  disinfestation, 
(/hen  this  is  required,  it  is  by  means  of 
Vemicence"  and  "Cescones"  poison  gas,  carried 
out  by  Lhe  Local  Authority,  at  the  expense  of 
the  owner  or  occupier. 


Conditions: 


Statistics: 


Overc rowding: 


H0USIN(3- 

The  majority  of  the  houses  are  in  rows 
stone  built,  and  from  30  to  70  years  old. 

The  later  types  are  brick  built  and  are 
usually  semi-detached.  Many  are  owner/ 
occupier,  and  well  maintained. 

16  traditional  permanent  houses  were 
erected  for  the  local  authority  during  the 
year,  and  one  house  was  erected  privately. 

Two  permanent  houses  of  the  three  bedroom 
type  on  William  Street  estate,  and  a block 
of  ten  flats  on  the  Church  Street  Site,  were 
in  hand  at  the  31st  December,  I952.  It  is 
proposed  to  build  29  houses  of  the  two  bedroom 
type  in  six  blocks  on  the  Parson  Clough 
Estate  during  I953.  ^ 

16  new  cases  of  overcrowding  occurred  during 
the  year,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  29  houses 
were  known  to  be  overcrowded.  This  affected 
40  families  or  168  persons.  20  cases  of 
overcrowding  affecting  85  persons  were 
relieved  during  the  year. 
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Mpu.ses  Reauired.  t<> 

Q.J  IcltiS  OV'ci*^ 

crowcLj.n^~; 


s-^o  j"or  tJie  two  bedrooHi  type 

of  house,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  it  was* 
esti;p.ated  tnat  to  meet  overcrowdins  a?- one  10 
three  bedroom^;  jO  t\vo  bedroom  and  4^  one- 
bedroom  type  housos  are  required-.  Roirses  ai-e 
also  required  .."or  i.ewly  married  c.upjes  and 
bungalows  for  c.ld  people  v.'ho  are  not  living 
with  the:r  ohildreLp  'Theie  are  over  iqo 
houses  in^tbr^  fisc  riot  ( o.xcludinr  old  peoples 
Dungalovi's ' no\j'  oocupied  by  only  o*ie  oersonj 
many  of  then  being  owner/ccoupi3r,y 


INSPECTION  AiJD  Sd? 


rv'I.SJO.N  C.E 


Dairi.ss  & liiJ.kshops: 

The  m’Jk  ru.pp.I 

y 1 s pie: 

and  is 

ciistributef  'm: 

roughcu  i. 

the  Disfrlct 

direr: -f'.y  by  in 
Vic  in  \.':y . 

iT'cr^;  r.’jx 

i dairymen  j.n  the 

Milk  Sampling: 

Type  of  Test 

NO',^  of 
‘Splgs 

He  s}.  Jr: 

Blologi cal 

12 

All  negativeo 

Methylene  Blue 

12 

Eleven  satisfactor; 
One  unsatisfactory' 

Results  of  Ministry  investigations  within 
the ^ District  during  the  year  (arising  from 
notifications  b,y  the  Local  Authority)  were 
as  follows;- 


Food  Premises; 


Hoo  of  Veterinary  Inspections;  2 

No,  of  Gases  wher-e  anJ.mals  were 
seized  under  the  Tuberculosis 
Order.  1938: 

No,  of  animals  seized; 

Noc  of  cases  reported  negative 

v^here  anj.mal  had  been  sold 

prior  to  investigation;  l 

Routine  periodical  inspections  of  all 
promises  where  food  is  prepared  or  sold 
have  been  carried  out.  and  the  premises 
generally  have  been  found  to  be  in  fair 
order. 


Ice-Cream  Sampling;  Ten  scajoples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  from 

manufacturers  and  retailers  throughout 
the  year  for  bacteriological  examination. 

All  ten  samples  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

Food  Poisoning;  There  were  no  cases  of  food  poisoning  reported 

during  the  year. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

All  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  visited  upon  receipt 
of  notification  and,  v;here  patients  are  not  transferred  to 
Isolation  Hospital,  they  are  isolated  at  home  in  one  room  of  the 
house.  During  the  year,  the  following  cases  were  notified:- 


Measles; 


14  cases.  These  were  of  a mild  type,  and 
there  were  no  deaths. 


I'Vhoopinv;  _Coi^:  15  cases* 

Erysipelas;  1 case.  This  was  removed  to  hospital, 

Opthalmia  Neonatoru.m':  1 case. 


Scarlet  Fever: 


12  cases,  3 v/hom  were  removed  to  hospital 


V V inijc'i  'vo  <. 

tx 

^ r / , ■ ' , I*  *1 ' ■ ' 

/Vw  ' J f - 


'i  i t . .>  - » ,v,.,  . 

J ’’ -:  b. ! ■'  0.  >1’  /■  - ' 
-■:  t j : >.'X 


^r 


'TiO.Cri'  ■.•'•  .f'"* 


V*.  .•»»  • '17 

„ . ; :y  . ■ . 

. . •'■  ..  ^ ‘;0 

■.  • T {rr^o'ioec' 

. V ..  • . ■•,  ■ • : .ry.  'l  I’Zii'.' 

'■  ■ ■;  \'l:-  : ^ ■ ' . c - 

*:  f .:  ■ ; : . 

. ' V ■ 

ij  \j  'j , ■ t 


^x.i j ■'  o y )—<.!  ^ 


it  , . .'/Xt  :v-i  . 


i',  ■ 


a- 

:lr  c.\ 


^v.  .:  • (.riifj 


•■•  < 


. . . » • 
i ’•l 


r' 

> »...>**. 


I 


f ■ -0  i^.c  -'■  • i 1 


l.i. 


■XVJlcC']' 


. ij.iO 


fl  . . ..*  ■-  .•  '>  .LsJ,  ^ i ® *'■/ 

.t--  ..::: ) ■♦;..■■•  r/r!  dot*t?'?tC  . 1* 


•f-" 


( vJi'|ciiJ4;A  o-.i  vc.foilfc 


:i  t T .,ton 


. xo*t  er- 


rx 


iO  . 


L'lc'A  ■:• 


0 1.  i.  .. 


‘ :lk 


- :..  -iq 


0&>b./v;(;;  ^:v  ^ r:.  . .. 


‘tint  ni  '.^. 


» • .'1 


a:-:  n :v 


. . V ‘ 

• f ♦ 


\*t*^  f*  .»  ' I ■ 

;*,w'  H/.  i.  ^ V . 


; ; J ,y  0.x. : . • ■■ ' X 0 '4  0 X Xi-’ 


;■  ^ 


j:.'A 


•'.C 


<i 


A : VA  TA  -auc-CtCA  -I 


* M/'ib'A*’?'*  J 


v'i 


V-. 


.XM'  A;;li 


.•’.V't;',  i.l  \‘ 


; E ' ' 

■ ..  ■ , '::.''I  ■' 

W*o:; 

" 'it' 
7 

•.  - .f  :r>  i:- ; 

. oV! 

■■  " vr) 

!’  X'; 

-• 

• 

icicL^’b 

A*; 

Xm 

,, 

•:o  .oT! 

'•Aw 

A 

. V « 

' -.  ■%  :: 

'■  'O'l  r,  ‘j  •, j^o 

bv  :.0’.' 

X 

• * *%  ^ 

..■■o  .!r..‘.x' 

t • . ' ^ 

. ' 1.  . **  • • •- 

‘Xr'-i  i”,  ' 

: after  .f 


•tia^ 


••  -yi  C-'-' 


..  ^ O C 0 titi 

: ivio  /! Fn  J .*•:::  t .'i  oq  .r . o . iw  A 


•f 


,,t-'_'.:“  aXit  r As  :X  ’\  : 

"r  .-i  olo’.r’.i  • ^ - ’*w  ''  ■:i-^ \ 

V 1 -t^ bA’V'0'.v 


' -, 

-A*^; 

iif  fy 

1-.  N’riLu  / ij  .^.  O'iiu:  xA. 

. 

* S - - A ^ *j  0 " 0*t  B ■ ’ r;  \r..  ■ . 

n r.' 

^ C3  r^i. 

: ■' 

- 

' . ■-  ' ; 'fit  /vK  Ci,j 

.>’  ft 

1...  V 
.**  ;.'v 

' A ' 

• & .'J  ;, . . - .’ 

- . 0 J,  • 

«.A.q^c 

e'i‘.;'X"'ao4j.'‘  be  .g43  0«~'‘'^  Ai. 

' ♦.VW#.  •■'•►  - -*•* 


Dysentery 


4 cases.  Each  of  these  cases  v/ere 
investigated  by  the  Department, 


FAC  TO  KIEL' 


(i)  Factories  on  which 
Sections  1,2, 3>4  & ^ 
are  to  be  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority: 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
j.n  (i)  :.n  which  Sec  Lion 
7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority J 
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ATMO SPHERIC  POLLUTIuH. 

No,  of  Factory  Chimneys  in  the  District  5 

No,  of  Observations  taken  during  the  year  23 

Smoke  Nuisances  discovered  Nil. 

There  are  no  Byelaws  in  operation  in  the  District  relenting  to 
the  time  allowed  for  emission  of  black  smoke,  but  all  the  boiler 
houses  have  been  visited  during  the  v/orking  periorl,  and  the  plant 
and  equipment  appeared  to  be  in  good  working  order. 


Others  (in cl. 

Business  and 

Industrial, 


7 

properties 
treated 
by  the 

Local  Authority: 

Treatment  of  the  Council’s  sewerage  systrne  is  carried  out  at 
six-monthly  intervals. 


Local 

Authority 

Property. 
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Agriculture 


No,  of 
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